
Within nature conservation, grasslands are often mowed annually in order to preserve their typical 
species. But the tons of clippings are usually left to waste. Until now. The EFRO funded project 
‘GrasGoed’ wants to develop biobased products that contain the clippings of natural grasslands.

PACKAGES, POTTING SOIL, FODDER… THE POSSIBLE PRODUCTS WITH GRASS AS RAW MATERIAL ARE ENDLESS.

THE USAGE OF GRASS AS RAW MATERIAL

WWW.GRASGOED.EU

Managing nature reserves often exists of mowing 
the grasslands yearly. It protects the typical  
habitats.

Through a biological process, the clippings are  
divided into fibres, proteins, and cell fluids. Using 
the fibres, proteins, and cell fluids as raw materials, 
we develop new products. 

Examples are paper and cardboard, insulation, or 
peatless potting soil from grass fibres. The protein 
concentrate and the nutrient rich fluid are  
converted into livestock feed or soil enhancers.

The grass is mowed with specially designed mowing 
machines, in order to preserve the soil and  
vegetation of the often wet areas.

Transport is expensive. Therefore, the clippings  
are being compressed. That way, less air and more 
grass is being transported.

After being cleaned and cut into small pieces, the 
grass is ready to be processed.

“Grasgoed is a perfect project  
to combine applied research and 
the education of biobased  
minded students.“  

Jappe de Best
Project manager and lecturer of 
CoE / Avans University of applied 
science

“Dealing with nature grass  
is a good balance between  
biodiversity, sustainable feed 
and materials, innovation,  
local economy and fun.“     

Leon Joore M.Sc.
Chairman Natural fiber  
Application Center

“It would be fantastic if the 
member magazine of Natuur-
punt is based on clippings of 
their own nature reserves.”

Katrien Wijns  
Project coordinator of GrasGoed

“If clippings can become a raw  
material for industry, we can 
bring the cost-benefit balance of 
nature management more into 
balance. That means more  
resources to invest in nature and 
in nature experience.“

Tom Embo, General Director of  
NatuurInvest

“We try to create a local cycle: 
with clippings from a certain  
nature reserve, we make  
product for the local sales  
market.”

Martijn Wagener
CEO of Grassa!


